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Serving  the  Handicapped 


Every  year  at  this  time  we  join  in  the  nationwide  celebration  of  Na- 
tional Employ  the  Physically  Handicapped  Week.  Services  for  the  Blind 
is  cooperating  with  the  Division  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  the 
Governor’s  Committee  to  call  attention  during  the  first  week  in  October 
to  the  splendid  work  record  of  handicapped  employees,  and  to  give  rec- 
ognition to  the  wise  business  and  industrial  leaders  who  have  given 
them  a chance  to  show  what  they  can  do. 

We  are  especially  proud  that  Charles  G.  Stephens,  a blind  man  who 
received  counseling,  vocational  training  and  placement  from  this  De- 
partment, was  recently  named  “handicapped  man  of  the  year.”  He  has 
been  doing  good  work  as  a drill  press  operator  for  thirteen  years  at  the 
Memphis  plant  of  International  Harvester  Company.  A story  about 
Mr.  Stephens  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Also  we  are  pleased  to 
point  out  that  Tennessee  is  one  of  the  few  states  providing  a successful 
farm  training  and  placement  program  for  rural  blind  persons  in  need 
of  rehabilitation  service. 

While  the  counselor,  assisted  often  by  the  home  teacher  or  welfare 
worker,  is  responsible  for  guiding  the  client  to  a new  way  of  life,  reha- 
bilitation is  often  a community  project,  with  the  efforts  of  many  partici- 
pating groups  coordinated  by  the  counselor.  Blind  persons  in  rural  areas 
are  assisted  by  the  farmer’s  cooperatives,  the  county  farm  and  home 
demonstration  agents,  the  Farmer’s  Home  Administration,  and  the 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service. 

In  many  areas  church  and  civic  groups  are  very  helpful,  as  is  the 
State  Employment  Service.  Many  persons  receive  help  from  the  Lions 
Clubs  which  are  especially  active  in  the  field  of  sight  conservation.  In 
addition  to  purchasing  glasses  and  paying  for  eye  examinations  upon 
request,  the  Lions  Clubs  operate  a school  for  visually  handicapped 
children  in  Memphis,  supply  powerful  optical  aids  for  students  at  the 
Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind,  and  make  special  recordings  for  the 
blind  through  a project  carried  on  at  Oak  Ridge.  A number  of  persons 
have  been  treated  at  the  Hospital  for  Crippled  Adults  in  Memphis 
which  is  sponored  by  the  Rotary  Club.  Another  group  performing  a 
very  useful  service  are  the  Telephone  Pioneers  who  repair  talking  book 
machines. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  salute  all  these  groups  for  the  great  contri- 
bution they  are  making  toward  a better  life  for  persons  severely  handi- 
capped through  the  loss  of  sight. 
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Blind  Make  News  in  Tennessee 


Blind  people  over  the  state  are  frequently  in  the  news,  not  because  they  are 
blind,  but  because  of  what  they  accomplish.  This  issue  of  the  Record  emphasizes 
some  of  their  accomplishments,  and  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  them.  Ambitions  and 
hopes  exist  in  the  blind  as  in  the  sighted,  and  our  job  in  the  Blind  Services  Section 
is  to  help  these  ambitions  and  hopes  toward  fulfillment.  Implied  in  every  story 
depicting  growth  or  rehabilitation  of  a blind  person  is  that  person's  initiative  and 
courage.  Also  involved,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  stories  that  follow  are  the 
efforts  made  by  employees  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  who  devote  their  time 
to  helping  others.  These,  as  well  as  those  helped,  deserve  the  appreciation  of  everyone 
who  is  interested  in  his  fellow-man. 

Mason  Brandon,  Director 
Blind  Services  Section 


Poultry  Project  Expands 
To  Successful  Dairy  Farm 

The  success  that  Dana  Rambo  had  with 
raising  chickens  on  his  lot  in  Johnson  City 
has  led  to  purchase  and  development  of  a 
36-acre  farm  in  Washington  County. 

Mr.  Rambo,  a blind  veteran,  was  helped 
by  Edgar  Isley,  counselor  for  the  blind,  in 
securing  disability  payments  from  the  Veter- 
ans Administration  and  in  setting  up  his 
initial  poultry  project,  which  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. When  Mr.  Rambo  realized  what  he 
was  able  to  accomplish,  he  decided  to  sell 
his  lot  in  town,  buy  a farm,  and  establish  a 
dairy  herd. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Rambo  has  a herd  of 
nine  cows.  He  has  harvested  over  1,200 
bales  of  good  hay  and  will  have  over  650 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  sale.  He  is  ahead  on 
payments  on  the  farm  loan  and  expects  to 
have  the  farm  paid  for  in  a few  more  years. 

Vernon  Metcalf,  agricultural  specialist 
with  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
Blind  Services  Section,  says,  “This  is  one  of 


Mr.  Rambo  attaches  milking  machine. 


! the  most  impressive  farm  projects  with 
which  we  have  ever  assisted.  Mr.  Rambo  is 
firmly  established  and  financially  secure, 
and,  though  our  agency  and  others  were 
helpful,  Mr.  Rambo’s  success  is  due  largely 
to  his  own  ambition  and  initiative.” 
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Blind  Switchboard  Operator  Meets  Emergency 


Miss  Dorothy  Sweat  operates  new  electronic  switchboard,  observed  by  Dr.  Edwin  Levy,  superin- 
tendent of  Western  State  Hospital,  Ray  Robert,  business  administrator,  C.  L.  Ligon,  counselor  for 
the  blind,  and  Mrs.  W.  V . Keller,  chief  operator. 


When  word  came  to  Miss  Dorothy  Sweat, 
switchboard  operator  working  the  night 
shift  at  Western  State  Hospital  at  Bolivar, 
that  a patient  was  having  a heart  attack, 
she  might  have  been  expected  to  panic.  She 
was  new  on  the  job  and  she  has  been  blind 
since  birth.  However,  with  considerable 
initiative  and  judgment,  she  made  the  neces- 
sary calls  to  arrange  outside  hospitalization 
for  the  patient  and  medical  consultation. 
The  hospital  business  administrator,  Ray 
Robert,  commented  later  that  if  he  had  had 
doubts  about  Miss  Sweat’s  efficiency,  they 
were  dispelled  after  that  night. 

Miss  Sweat,  whose  home  is  at  Stanton- 
ville,  was  sheltered  by  her  family  until  she 
was  18  years  old.  She  then  entered  the  Ten- 
nessee School  for  the  Blind.  After  she 
graduated,  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare arranged  for  her  to  go  to  Minneapolis 
for  training  in  the  operation  of  a Braille 


switchboard.  However,  such  jobs  are  rare, 
and  it  was  only  last  year  that  Western  State 
Hospital  decided  to  install  an  electronic 
switchboard  which  could  be  operated  by  a 
blind  person.  It  is  one  of  the  first  such 
switchboards  in  the  South.  The  operator 
wears  an  electronic  finger  tip,  which  enables 
her  to  locate  proper  positions  on  the  board. 

Miss  Sweat  went  to  Talladega,  Alabama, 
for  a refresher  course  and  then  began  work 
on  a six-month  trial  basis  at  80  per  cent  of 
the  regular  salary.  Floyd  Morgan,  place- 
ment specialist,  and  Conrad  Ligon,  Miss 
Sweat’s  counselor,  both  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare,  sat  up  with  Miss 
Sweat  the  first  few  nights  she  was  on  duty. 
Since  that  time  she  has  become  so  adept 
that  she  is  used  on  any  shift. 

She  has  been  promoted  to  full  salary,  and 
Mr.  Robert  says  she  is  one  of  his  best  opera- 
tors, doing  “a  100  per  cent  job.” 
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Two  New  Operations 
Started  at  Local 
Workshop  for  Blind 


As  a result  of  recent  expansion  of  facili- 
ties at  the  Nashville  Workshop  for  the 
Blind,  workers  are  now  engaged  in  two  new 
operations. 

Johnny  Davidson,  trained  and  placed  by 
the  Blind  Services  Section  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare,  is  caning  chairs. 
This  type  operation  has  been  performed  by 
blind  persons  for  many  years,  but  lack  of 
facilities  has  prevented  such  work  at  the 
workshop  until  recently.  Mr.  Davidson  cur- 
rently is  kept  busy  replacing  cane  seats  and 
backs  of  chairs  brought  in  from  Nashville 
homes.  Several  of  the  chairs  he  has  worked 
on  have  been  prized  antiques  which  previ- 
ously were  not  usable  due  to  lack  of  repairs. 
It  is  felt  that  Mr.  Davidson  is  meeting  a 
definite  need  in  performing  his  service. 

The  second  new  operation  is  carried  on 
by  Mrs.  Dorothy  Threadgill,  Miss  Verna 
Mae  Bryant,  Lester  Jackson,  and  Mrs. 
Itaska  Armstrong,  all  of  whom  are  blind. 
On  a subcontract  from  the  Nashville  Union 
Mission,  they  make  floor  mats  of  wire-rein- 
forced rubber  strips.  The  Mission  processes 
mat  material  from  old  rubber  tires  and 


Mr.  Davidson  repairs  an  old-time  rocker. 

furnishes  the  material  and  the  preformed 
wire  for  assembly  by  the  four  workers  at 
the  workshop.  The  Mission  has  contracted 
with  a northern  firm  for  a large  number  of 
mats,  and  the  subcontract  work  done  at  the 
workshop  is  enabling  the  Mission  to  meet 
market  demands. 

William  C.  Pinkston,  counselor  for  the 
blind,  says,  “We  feel  that  the  subcontract 
work  in  mat  weaving  is  the  initial  step  which 
will  lead  to  other  subcontract  work  for 
various  industries  in  Middle  Tennessee. 
This  will  constitute  a genuine  service  to 
industries  in  this  area  and,  at  the  same  time, 
render  a service  by  providing  employment 
to  well-trained  and  qualified  blind  persons.” 


Left  to  right,  Mrs.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Threadgill,  and  Miss  Bryant  work  on  mats. 
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Accident  Victim 
Makes  Comeback  With 
Help  of  Community 

Three  years  ago  Floyd  Campbell  of  Can- 
non County  lived  very  much  like  his  neigh- 
bors. He  did  farm  work  for  a living  and 
fished  for  pleasure.  Then  Mr.  Campbell  was 
seriously  injured  in  a dynamite  explosion, 
suffering  the  loss  of  both  eyes  and  his  right 
hand.  He  also  became  partially  deaf  as  a 
result  of  the  accident. 

James  V.  McCormack,  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  home  teacher  for  the  blind, 


Mr.  Campbell  listens  to  good  talk. 


worked  with  Mr.  Campbell  for  many  weeks, 
helping  him  make  personal  adjustments  to 
his  lack  of  sight.  Mr.  McCormack  was  a 
sympathetic  teacher,  since  he  himself  is 
totally  blind. 

Other  people  in  the  community  responded 
to  Mr.  McCormack’s  request  for  help.  Mrs. 
Verda  Hood,  director  of  the  Cannon  County 
Department  of  Public  Welfare,  helped  in 
the  planning  and  provided  transportation 
to  Nashville  for  tests  to  determine  the 
amount  of  hearing  left  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
The  Woodbury  Lions  Club  paid  for  the  tests 


and  furnished  a white  cane  to  help  Mr. 
Campbell  in  getting  about.  When  tests 
showed  that  with  the  proper  hearing  aid 
Mr.  Campbell  would  have  almost  normal 
hearing  in  one  ear,  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  with  headquarters  in 
New  York,  sold  him  a hearing  aid  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost,  and  also  furnished  a 
radio.  The  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
made  available  a Talking  Book  Machine  so 
that  Mr.  Campbell  can  listen  to  records 
especially  prepared  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  Campbell,  who  is  a grandfather,  can 
now  enjoy  conversation  with  his  family  and 
friends  and  can  hear  the  services  at  church. 
And,  with  a free  license  furnished  by  the 
Game  and  Fish  Commission,  he  has  re- 
turned to  an  old  source  of  pleasure.  He’s 
back  on  the  bank  again,  fishing! 


Williams  Develops 
Thriving  Business 
From  Scrap  Lumber 

A couple  of  years  ago  Paul  V.  Williams 
of  Kingsport  felt  that  he  had  hit  rock  bot- 
tom. His  wife  was  sick  and  he  was  unable 
to  find  work.  Previously  he  had  worked  as 
a salesman,  a sawmill  hand,  and  greens 
keeper  for  a golf  course,  but  with  less  than 
20  per  cent  normal  vision  it  was  hard  for 
him  to  find  work  of  any  kind. 

When  Mr.  Williams  and  Edgar  Isley, 
counselor  for  the  blind  with  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  got  together,  things  be- 
gan to  look  up.  Mr.  Williams  began  to 
think  that  with  the  Department’s  help  he 
could  find  an  occupation  that  would  furnish 
a living.  In  the  meantime,  as  a fill-in  job, 
he  decided  to  cut  and  sell  kindling  wood. 
He  bought  waste  wood  from  nearby  saw- 
mills and  local  business  firms,  cut  it  into 
usable  sizes,  and  sold  it  from  a pushcart. 

From  that  “fill-in”  idea  there  developed 
a business  which  is  keeping  Mr.  Williams 
exceedingly  busy.  Realizing  that  some  of 
the  lumber  he  was  getting  was  too  good  for 
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use  as  kindling,  Mr.  Williams  started  mak- 
ing flower  boxes  and  stands,  painting  them, 
and  selling  them.  With  tools  furnished  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  he  soon 
added  picnic  tables,  lawn  furniture,  wood 
and  coal  houses,  rose  trellises,  kitchen  cabi- 
nets, picket  fences,  and  doll  houses.  Mr. 
Williams  had  business  cards  and  order 
forms  typed  up,  which  added  to  the  ef- 
ficiency of  his  operations.  He  keeps  careful 
records  of  his  expenses  and  income,  and 
the  income  is  growing  steadily.  He  often 
works  on  into  the  evening  to  fill  his  orders, 
though  he  and  Mrs.  Williams  also  devote 
time  to  activities  of  their  church  and  the 
Salvation  Army. 

Mr.  Williams  gives  credit  to  the  rehabili- 
tation services  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  for  helping  him  get  started.  His 
counselor  gives  great  credit  to  Mr.  Williams 
for  his  energy,  initiative,  and  foresight.  In 
any  event,  Mr.  Williams  will  be  glad  to  talk 
to  anyone  in  the  Kingsport  area  who  needs 
any  of  the  products  he  has  for  sale. 


Business  Increases 
At  Local  Laundromat 


W . J.  Ferrell,  Marshall  Chandler,  and  Grover 
Westover  in  front  of  new  laundry. 


Marshall  Chandler,  owner  and  operator, 
reports  that  business  continues  to  increase 
at  the  Marshall  Chandler  Laundromat,  re- 
cently opened  for  business  on  Highway  70 
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Mr.  Williams  begins  a new  project. 


in  Bruceton.  The  laundromat  is  open  24 
hours  a day,  7 days  a week,  and  20  washers 
and  6 dryers  assure  fast,  convenient  service 
to  customers. 

Mr.  Chandler,  who  became  totally  blind 
after  a logging  accident  11  years  ago,  is 
assisted  in  his  business  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Opal  Chandler.  They  have  a daughter, 
Pansy,  who  is  12. 

Following  the  accident  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  arranged  for  Mr.  Chand- 
ler to  go  to  a rehabilitation  center  to  re- 
ceive help  in  making  personal  adjustment  to 
blindness.  Subsequently  he  received  training 
as  a salesman  and  tried  several  enterprises 
which  proved  unsuitable.  When  he  decided 
that  he  would  like  to  operate  a self-service 
laundry,  Grover  Westover,  counselor  for 
the  blind,  helped  work  out  the  details. 

Mr.  Chandler  rents  the  building  in  which 
the  business  is  housed.  Equipment  and  sup- 
plies required  an  initial  investment  of  ap- 
proximately $16,000.  The  Blind  Services 
Section  was  able  to  contribute  a percentage 
of  this  amount.  Mr.  Chandler  arranged  to 
furnish  the  remainder  of  the  down  payment, 
and  then  secured  a conventional  loan,  which 
is  rapidly  being  repaid.  Mr.  Chandler  no 
longer  needs  financial  help  from  the  state. 

The  firm  from  which  the  equipment  was 
purchased  paid  expenses  for  Mr.  Chandler 
to  attend  classes  in  Cincinnati.  As  a result, 
he  not  only  services  his  own  machines,  but 
does  repair  work  for  a laundromat  in  a 
neighboring  town. 
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Grand  Opening  Held  for  DeBerry's  Grocery 

Officials  Present  for  Ceremony  at  Self-Service  Store 


Left  to  right,  Floyd  Morgan,  Tom  McCorkle,  Commissioner  Scott,  Jack  DeBerry,  Mason  Bran- 
don, and  Grover  Westover  at  opening  of  new  grocery. 


Mrs.  C.  Frank  Scott,  Commissioner  of 
Public  Welfare,  cut  a ribbon  to  symbolize 
the  formal  opening  of  Jack  DeBerry’s  self- 
service  grocery  in  Henderson,  Monday, 
June  19.  Present  were  Thomas  G.  Mc- 
Corkle, chairman  of  the  Chester  County 
Court,  and  three  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare  staff:  Floyd  Morgan, 
placement  specialist;  Mason  Brandon,  di- 
rector of  services  for  the  blind;  and  Grover 
Westover,  counselor. 

Opening  the  neighborhood  grocery  is  a 
new  beginning  for  Mr.  DeBerry,  who  lost 
both  hands,  the  sight  in  both  eyes,  and  60 
per  cent  of  his  hearing  in  an  explosion  six 
years  ago.  For  over  a year  he  and  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  have  worked 
together  to  make  the  new  business  possible. 
He  spent  several  months  at  the  Hines  Reha- 
bilitation Center,  a Veterans  Adminis- 
tration facility  in  Chicago,  learning  to  ad- 


just to  the  problems  resulting  from  the  ex- 
plosion, and  came  home  ready  to  make  defi- 
nite plans  to  increase  his  income  through 
useful  employment. 

Mr.  DeBerry  had  the  large  brick  building 
erected  on  property  he  already  owned  next 
door  to  his  home,  supervising  the  construc- 
tion himself.  Mrs.  DeBerry  is  a trained 
beauty  parlor  operator,  and  Mr.  DeBerry 
included  space  for  a three-chair  salon  in  the 
new  building.  Original  plans  called  for  him 
to  return  to  the  Hines  Rehabilitation  Center 
after  the  store  had  been  in  operation  long 
enough  for  him  to  see  just  what  further  ad- 
justments or  appliances  might  be  of  help  to 
him.  He  plans  to  go  back  for  a three-month 
stay  in  the  fall, 

Business  at  Jack  DeBerry’s  Self  Service 
Grocery  is  good  and  improving  steadily. 
Mr.  DeBerry  invites  his  neighbors  and 
friends  to  drop  by  and  see  him. 
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New  Dairy  Farm 
Adds  to  Local 
Milk  Production 

The  recent  development  of  a dairy  herd 
by  E.  E.  Morgan,  blind  Warren  County 
farmer,  has  resulted  in  increased  sales  to  a 
local  milk  company.  A year  and  a half  ago 
the  farm  produced  only  vegetables  for  home 
use  and  pasture  for  seven  calves,  with  no 
cash  income.  Since  then  Mr.  Morgan  has 
established  a herd  of  1 1 cows  and  he  is  en- 
tirely self-supporting. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  assisted  in  developing 
his  farm  by  the  Blind  Services  Section  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  since  he 
has  very  limited  vision  and  is  legally  blind. 
He  had  worked  for  many  years  as  a com- 
mercial bus  driver,  but  eventually  became 
unemployed  due  to  gradual  loss  of  sight. 
He  then  purchased  his  farm,  but  lacked 
means  of  developing  it. 

One  of  the  first  suggestions  made  to  Mr. 
Morgan  by  his  counselor,  Milton  Alford, 
was  that  he  be  examined  at  the  Optical 
Aids  Clinic  in  Nashville.  As  a result,  aids 
were  furnished  which  enable  him  to  keep 
his  own  records  and  read  certain  agricultural 
publications  which  are  helpful  to  him  in 
building  up  his  farm. 

Mr.  Morgan  has  earned  the  respect  of 
the  community  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, and  his  efficient,  well-run  farm  sets 
an  example  for  others. 


Poetry  and  Pigs  Prove 
Good  Combination  for 
Henry  County  Couple 

It  may  appear  to  be  a strange  combi- 
nation, but  poems  written  by  Mrs.  John  C. 
Lowery  are  responsible  for  the  fine  pigs 
rooting  around  on  the  Lowery  farm  in 
Henry  County. 

John  Lowery  and  Carol  Rowe  met  at  the 
Southwest  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Center 
in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  in  the  summer  of 
1954.  They  were  there  because  they  were 
blind,  and  each  was  being  helped  to  adjust 
to  blindness.  They  married  and  moved  into 
the  home  of  Mr.  Lowery’s  parents,  but  had 
a dream  of  becoming  an  independent  family 
on  their  own.  Their  son,  Kenneth,  was  born 
in  1956. 

Mr.  Lowery  made  one  or  two  attempts 
to  get  into  a business  by  which  he  could 
support  his  family,  but  these  did  not  prove 
successful,  and  he  retained  a desire  to  con- 
tinue with  farming,  the  work  he  knew  and 
liked  best.  Mrs.  Val  R.  Routon,  welfare 
worker,  Grover  Westover,  counselor,  Vernon 
Metcalf,  agricultural  specialist,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Harton,  home  teacher,  all  with  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare,  helped  him 
work  out  this  ambition. 

However,  a check  Mrs.  Lowery  received 
in  February  1959  gave  the  Lowerys  the 
initial  boost  toward  ownership  of  their  own 
farm.  Her  sister  had  secretly  compiled 


Mr.  Morgan  turns  his  herd  toward  the  barn  at  milking  time. 
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Mrs.  Lowery  satisfies  a hungry  hoy’s  needs  as  Mrs.  Mary  Harton  and  Mrs.  Val  Ronton  look  on. 


Mr.  Lowery,  shown  with  part  of  his 
herd,  has  his  own  feeding  problems. 

poems  written  by  Mrs.  Lowery  from  the  age 
of  six  until  after  the  birth  of  her  son,  and 
had  sent  them  to  a publisher  in  New  York. 
This  first  royalty  check  was  used  as  down 
payment  on  58  acres  of  land  and  a small 
house,  and  the  mortgage  was  cleared  as 
other  checks  came  in. 

It  was  at  that  point  that  the  Blind  Serv- 
ices Section  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  intensified  its  work  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lowery.  The  local  Lions  Club,  the 
county  agricultural  agent,  and  the  Henry 
County  farmers’  cooperative  helped  with 
necessary  planning  and  purchases,  and  Mrs. 
Harton  and  the  county  home  demonstration 
agent  helped  Mrs.  Lowery  in  the  manage- 
ment of  her  home. 

There  is  now  a large  supply  of  canned 
and  preserved  food,  gathered  from  the  large 
vegetable  garden — and  a fine  son  to  help 
eat  it.  Mr.  Lowery  received  a good  price 
for  hogs  sold  last  April  and  now  has  10 
sows  and  57  small  pigs  on  the  place. 


By  rights,  one  of  those  pigs  ought  to 
write  a grateful  poem  and  dedicate  it  to 
John  and  Carol  Lowery,  who,  against  odds, 
now  have  their  own  farm,  their  own  home. 
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Blind  Masseur 
Uses  Touch  System 
On  Tired  Muscles 

Ben  Lewis,  masseur  at  the  Stratton 
branch  of  the  YMCA  in  Memphis,  finds 
blindness  no  handicap  in  his  work.  Kinked 
muscles  and  jangled  nerves  respond  to  Mr. 
Lewis’  trained  hands,  and  customers  are 
pleased  with  his  services.  He  is  pleased  that 
he  is  earning  a living  for  himself  and  his 
wife. 

Mr.  Lewis’  sight  failed  over  a period  of 
years  until  he  found  that  he  could  not  hold 
down  a job,  although  he  still  sees  enough 
to  get  around  by  himself.  Following  a plan 
developed  by  Conrad  L.  Ligon,  counselor 
for  the  blind,  he  spent  four  months  at  a 
personal  adjustment  center  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas.  While  there  he  acquired  new 
skills  in  everyday  living  and,  in  addition, 


he  finally  expressed  a particular  interest  in 
massage.  He  received  training  in  this  line 
and  was  placed  in  the  YMCA  through  ef- 
forts of  the  counselor.  In  the  meantime, 
Mrs.  Lewis  received  help  from  the  local 
home  teacher,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Harton,  an 
employee  of  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare, in  learning  how  to  run  her  home. 

The  Lewises  are  now  self-supporting  and 
no  longer  need  any  help  from  the  state. 


Stevens  to  Receive 
Governor's  Trophy 


Mr.  Stephens  finishes  a good  day’s  work. 


Mr.  Lewis  brings  relaxation  to  a customer. 

found  and  married  his  wife,  Elvira,  who  was 
also  there  for  training. 

Following  his  return  to  Memphis,  Mr. 
Lewis  was  placed  in  several  job  situations 
to  determine  his  interests  and  abilities,  and 


Charles  G.  Stephens  of  Memphis  has 
been  named  “Tennessee’s  Handicapped 
Citizen  of  the  Year”  by  the  Governor’s 
Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Physi- 
cally Handicapped  and  will  be  presented  the 
Governor’s  Trophy  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  committee,  to  be  held  October  2 in 
Nashville. 
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Mr.  Stephens,  an  employee  of  the  Inter- 
national Harvester  Company,  is  a Mason 
and  a member  of  the  West  Frayser  Baptist 
Church  and  the  Square  and  Compass  Club. 
He  is  totally  blind  and  is  especially  active 
in  the  Memphis  Society  for  the  Blind,  par- 
ticipating in  many  ways  to  promote  job 
opportunities  for  handicapped  people.  He 
appears  at  club  meetings  and  visits  business 
firms  to  demonstrate  what  blind  people  are 
able  to  do. 

Thirteen  years  ago  the  state’s  rehabili- 


tation for  the  blind  program  helped  Mr. 
Stephens  secure  work  with  the  International 
Harvester  Company  as  a drill  press  opera- 
tor. His  supervisor  and  foreman  praise  his 
work,  saying  that  he  produces  as  much  as 
or  more  than  a sighted  person  and  that  he 
“gauges  better  than  a man  with  normal 
sight.” 

Mr.  Stephens  is  married  and  has  two 
children,  six  and  three  years  old.  His  hobbies 
include  tinkering  with  gasoline  motors,  play- 
ing cards,  fishing,  swimming,  and  picnicking. 


Fishermen's  Supply  Store  Opens  at  Douglas  Dam 


Shirley  Moore  stands  ready  to  welcome  customers  to  his  handsome  new  store. 


The  Douglas  Canteen,  recently  opened 
just  below  Douglas  Dam  near  Sevierville, 
is  proving  a boon  to  fishermen  and  tourists 
visiting  the  area.  The  canteen  is  sponsored 
by  the  rehabilitation  unit  of  the  Blind  Serv- 
ices Section  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  and  is  operated  by  Shirley  Moore, 
who  is  blind. 

Mr.  Moore,  who  lives  near  Gatlinburg,  is 
married  and  has  a 15-month-old  son.  In 
spite  of  his  blindness,  he  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  subsequently,  with  a part- 
ner, operated  a chicken  farm.  Last  spring 
he  became  interested  in  opening  a store 
which  would  cater  to  visitors  at  the  dam. 


His  counselor,  E.  T.  Harber,  arranged  for 
training  with  Dick  Stansfield,  operator  of  a 
stand  at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  for 
construction  of  the  building  in  which  the 
canteen  is  now  located,  and  for  purchase  of 
equipment  and  initial  stock.  The  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority  designed  the  building, 
paved  the  approach  road  and  parking  area, 
and  built  rest  rooms  nearby. 

Mr.  Moore  sells  fishing  equipment, 
drinks,  and  sandwiches,  and  has  a minnow 
pool  which  furnishes  bait  for  fishermen.  He 
reports  that  business  has  been  excellent 
during  his  first  summer  season,  and  he  ex- 
pects it  to  improve  in  future  years. 
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Rev.  James  M.  Gregg,  pastor  of  Locke- 
land  Baptist  Church,  Nashville,  has  been 
elected  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Tennessee 
Baptist  Children’s 
Homes,  Inc.,  to  succeed 
Dr.  W.  C.  Creasman  as 
General  Superintendent 
and  Treasurer.  Dr. 
Creasman  is  retiring,  ef- 
f e c t i v e December  3 1 , 
after  twenty-two  years  as 
director  of  the  child  care 
program  of  Tennessee  Baptists. 

Mr.  Gregg  has  been  pastor  of  Lockeland 
Baptist  Church  for  eleven  years,  and  has 
been  active  in  the  affairs 
of  his  denomination.  He 
has  served  for  a number 
of  years  on  the  board  of 
the  institution  he  is  to 
head,  and  was  serving  as 
its  President  at  the  time 
of  his  election.  He  will 
begin  work  in  an  associ- 
ate capacity  October  1, 
and  will  assume  full  re- 
sponsibility of  the  position  at  the  beginning 
of  the  new  year. 

This  institution  operates  four  children’s 
homes  in  Tennessee,  and  has  recently  been 
licensed  as  a child-placing  agency. 

The  Madison  Children’s  Home,  recently 
opened,  now  has  three  units  completed, 
with  the  fourth  unit  under  construction. 
This  institution  is  located  in  Madison  and 
is  supported  by  the  Madison  Church  of 
Christ.  W.  H.  Roark,  an  elder  in  the  church, 
is  the  acting  superintendent. 

Each  cottage  is  located  on  an  acre  lot 
and  looks  very  similar  to  other  residences 
in  the  community.  Each  unit  has  quarters 
for  six  children  and  a couple  who  serve  as 
houseparents.  The  wife  assumes  responsi- 
bility for  the  children  while  her  husband 
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works  in  the  community,  and  he  assumes 
joint  responsibility  with  her  for  the  chil- 
dren while  he  is  in  the  home. 

This  seems  to  be  a very  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement, offering  many  desirable  features 
of  group  living,  and  still  making  it  possible 
for  children  to  observe  family  living  and 
to  form  close  relationships  with  adults. 
Some  very  thoughtful  planning  is  being 
done  by  this  church  group  in  developing  a 
program  of  service  for  children. 

Nat  Reiney,  General  Manager,  Monroe 
Harding  Children’s  Home,  and  Charles 
Hutchins,  Director  of  Social  Services,  Hols- 
ton  Home,  are  serving  on  the  program  com- 
mittee for  the  Southern  Regional  Confer- 
ence of  the  Child  Welfare  League  of 
America.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Gat- 
linburg,  May  2-4,  1962. 


Association  on  Children  Under  Six 
To  Hold  Meeting  in  Nashville 

The  seventh  anuual  conference  of  the 
Tennessee  Association  on  Children  Under 
Six  will  be  held  in  Nashville  November  2-3. 
There  will  be  two  concurrent  opening  ses- 
sions, one  on  “Setting  Limits  for  Children,” 
at  which  Dr.  George  Ackley  of  Austin  Peay 
College  will  speak,  and  another  on  “Speech 
Problems  of  Young  Children,”  to  be  con- 
ducted by  Miss  Sylvia  Stecher,  speech  and 
hearing  specialist  with  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Health.  Dr.  Evelyn  Beyer  of  Sarah 
Lawrence  College  will  deliver  the  evening 
address  on  “Education  for  Children  Under 
Six — Building  Block  or  Stumbling  Block.” 

On  the  second  day  workshops  on  art, 
creative  dramatics  and  holiday  celebrations 
will  be  led  by  Miss  Harriet  Gill,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Wright  and  Miss  Barbara  Norman.  The 
dinner  address  will  be  made  by  Richard  L. 
Gardner,  supervisor  of  elementary  edu- 
cation, Kingsport  City  Schools.  His  subject 
will  be  ‘‘As  the  Young  Child  Is,  He  Does.” 

Tennessee  Public  Welfare  Record 


'Ptyunativetty 

By  Mary  Frances  Holzhauer 


According  to  recent  information  released 
by  the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  on  the  aid  to  the  disabled 
program: 

• Approximately  363,000  persons  re- 
ceive aid  to  the  disabled  checks  each  month 
in  the  fifty  states  which  make  payments 
under  this  program. 

• A little  more  than  6V2  per  cent  of  the 
recipients  are  also  beneficiaries  of  Old-Age, 
Survivors,  and  Disability  Insurance. 


• Payments  amount  to  a monthly  aver- 
age of  from  $65  to  $66  per  recipient. 

• Almost  half  of  those  persons  who  are 
benefiting  from  the  aid  to  the  disabled  pro- 
gram are  between  the  ages  of  55  and  65; 
almost  one-tenth  are  under  35. 

• The  most  frequently  diagnosed  impair- 
ment is  heart  disease. 

• About  2 out  of  10  are  housebound. 

• Only  one-third  of  the  recipients  have 
a spouse  or  children. 


'Defecvitcneat  at 


The  Commissioner's  Calendar 

August  21 — Was  featured  guest  on  “Focus 
on  Memphis,”  WREC-TV. 

September  12 — Attended  State  PTA  Ad- 
visory Board  dinner  at  PTA  headquarters 
in  Nashville. 

September  13 — Received  guests  at  open 
house  held  at  the  Davidson  County  office. 

September  19 — Introduced  Governor  Elling- 
ton who  spoke  at  luncheon  meeting  of 
Lions  Club  of  Memphis.  That  evening 
Mrs.  Scott  presided  and  introduced  Gov- 
ernor Ellington  again  at  the  banquet 
held  at  Hotel  Peabody  in  connection 
with  the  Southeast  Regional  Conference, 
American  Public  Welfare  Association. 

September  24-26 — Assisted  Mrs.  Ellington 
in  entertaining  the  guests  who  came  to 
Nashville  for  the  Southern  Governor’s 
Conference. 

October  3 — Will  meet  with  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Public  Policy  and  Legislation 


Committee  of  the  Memphis-Shelby  County 
Medical  Society. 

October  10 — Will  speak  to  Kiwanis  Club 
in  Newport. 

October  13 — Will  talk  to  Tennessee  School 
Cafeteria  Group  in  Memphis. 


Miss  Eliza  Geier  Dies 

Miss  Eliza  Geier,  director  of  the  Ander- 
son County  Welfare  Department,  died  on 
August  1 in  a Knoxville  hospital  after  a 
long  illness.  She  had  remained  at  her  desk 
until  she  entered  the  hospital  for  the  last 
time  on  June  30. 

A native  of  Morgan  County,  Miss  Geier 
went  to  Anderson  County  in  1944  on  a 
part-time  basis  as  the  only  employee  in  the 
welfare  office  there.  She  became  director 
in  1947,  and  under  her  supervision  the  staff 
has  grown  to  a total  of  14  full-time  em- 
ployees. 
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Miss  Geier  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Morgan  County  and  attended  Berea  Col- 
lege and  East  Tennessee  State  College, 
Johnson  City.  Before  being  appointed  as  a 
welfare  worker  in  Morgan  County  in  1943, 
she  taught  in  the  elementary  schools  there. 

She  is  survived  by  a brother,  John  Geier, 
of  Lancing  in  Morgan  County. 

Medical  Care  for  the  Aged 

Tennessee’s  new  program  of  Medical  As- 
sistance for  the  Aged  began  July  1,  1961. 
At  that  time  the  county  offices  began  taking 
applications,  and  during  the  month  of  July 
135  persons  were  certified  as  eligible  for 
MAA  benefits.  Of  this  number  98  were 
precertified,  that  is,  certification  was  made 
before  the  person  was  in  need  of  MAA 
benefits.  The  135  persons  certified  represent 
32  counties.  The  largest  number  of  certifi- 
cations from  any  one  county  was  26,  with 
10  counties  certifying  one  each.  The  num- 
ber of  certifications  in  the  other  21  counties 
ranged  between  2 and  17. 

The  Department  has  received  20  hospital 
claims  for  payment  for  services  provided  to 
persons  during  the  month  of  July.  Two 
counties  hospitalized  two  patients  each.  The 
other  16  patients  were  each  from  a different 
county. 

Drugs  have  been  dispensed  to  three  per- 
sons certified  as  eligible  to  receive  benefits 
under  the  new  program,  each  of  these  being 
from  a different  county. 

Nutritionist  Gives  Demonstration 
To  Day  Core  Operators  in  Memphis 

Idlewild  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mem- 
phis was  the  scene  of  a special  meeting  on 
August  17  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Depart- 
ments of  Public  Health  and  Welfare  for 
operators  of  day  care  centers  having  all-day 
programs.  The  focus  was  on  the  preparation 
and  serving  of  food. 

Mrs.  Lola  Burnett,  nutrition  consultant 
with  the  Health  Department,  conducted  the 
meeting  and  gave  a demonstration  of  prepa- 
ration of  a well-balanced  and  economical 
hot  lunch  and  a snack  for  preschoolers.  Her 
discussion  was  based  on  the  booklet,  “Menu 
Suggestions  and  Recipes  for  Child  Care 
Centers,”  which  was  published  recently  by 


the  two  state  departments.  Each  of  the  28 
operators  in  attendance  was  given  a compli- 
mentary copy  of  the  booklet. 

Howard  Justiss  Joins  Staff 
To  Work  on  Protective  Services 

On  August  5 Howard  Justiss  assumed 
his  new  duties  as  supervisor  of  protective 
services  in  the  state  office.  Mr.  Justiss  comes 
to  his  present  assignment  from  Edinburg, 


Mr.  Justiss 


Texas,  where  he  has  served  as  regional  child 
welfare  supervisor. 

Born  in  Omaha,  Texas,  Mr.  Justiss  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Daingerfield.  A graduate  of  Abilene 
Christian  College  and  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  School  of  Social  Work,  he  has 
also  done  graduate  work  in  education  at  the 
University  of  Colorado.  His  employment 
history,  in  addition  to  his  varied  social  work 
career,  includes  principalship  of  a high 
school  in  Daingerfield  and  teacher  of  history. 
During  the  war  years  he  served  as  sergeant 
in  educational  reconditioning  at  a general 
hospital. 

Mr.  Justiss  is  married  to  the  former  Zona 
Schwandt  and  they  are  the  proud  parents 
of  five  boys  and  one  girl,  Joel,  14;  James, 
12;  Alan,  10;  Keith,  8;  Leeta,  6;  and  Kevin, 
5.  They  are  making  their  home  at  1107 
Glenwood  Avenue  in  Nashville.  The  Jus- 
tuses are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
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where  they  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
religious  training  of  children. 

Mr.  Justiss  is  a past  member  of  the  Texas 
Social  Welfare  Association,  having  served 
this  past  year  as  chairman  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  Chapter.  He  is  a member  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Social  Workers. 

We  welcome  Mr.  Justiss  into  the  state’s 
public  welfare  family  and  believe  that  his 
association  will  be  mutually  helpful  and  re- 
warding in  the  days  to  come. — J.K.V. 

Independent  Adoptions  Decreasing 

Mrs.  Vallie  S.  Miller  reports  that  only  13 
independent,  unrelated  adoption  petitions 
were  reported  to  the  adoption  services  unit 
in  July.  This  is  the  smallest  number  of  such 
placements  reported  in  any  one  month  since 
the  law  was  passed  requiring  the  courts  to 
register  all  petitions  filed  in  the  state  with 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  There 
were  no  independent  unrelated  petitions 
from  Regions  II,  IV,  V,  IX,  X,  XI,  and 
XIII. 

Hendersonville  Scene  of  Workshop 
For  Teachers  from  Three  Regions 

On  July  18,  35  nursery  school,  kinder- 
garten and  day  care  center  teachers  of  Re- 
gions VII,  VIII  and  X met  at  Forest  Re- 
treat Kindergarten  in  Hendersonville  for  the 
purpose  of  sharing  ideas  and  experimenting 
with  materials  to  improve  their  programs. 
Ten  middle  Tennessee  counties  were  repre- 
sented. 

Mrs.  Andrew  L.  Matthews,  owner  of  the 
kindergarten,  greeted  the  group  on  arrival 
and  invited  them  to  tour  her  new  building. 
Following  the  welcome  by  Miss  Kathryn 
Warren,  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Kousser  addressed 
the  group  on  the  subject,  “Our  Preschool 
Children — What  Are  Their  Real  Needs.” 
Mrs.  Kousser,  who  holds  an  M.A.  degree 
from  Peabody  college,  served  for  a number 
of  years  as  director  of  West  End  Methodist 
Church  Kindgergarten,  Nashville.  She  is 
now  a primary  teacher  at  Ransom  School. 

During  the  afternoon,  discussion  groups 
on  science  and  nature  study,  group  play, 
music  and  literature  for  preschool  children 
were  led  by  Mrs.  Bill  Ogilvie,  Lewisburg; 
Mrs.  Grace  L.  Dixon,  Tullahoma;  Mrs.  Mary 
Helen  Glasscock,  Tullahoma;  and  Mrs.  Paul 


Smith  of  Franklin.  Mrs.  Kousser  served  as 
consultant  to  the  group  throughout  the  day. 

The  program  committee  for  this  group 
includes  Mrs.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Bert 
Williams  of  Shelbyville,  and  Miss  Warren 
and  Mrs.  Lucille  E.  Rambo  of  the  licensing 
staff  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
In  planning  these  semiannual  workshops, 
the  committee  has  focused  upon  involving 
the  members  of  the  group  not  only  in  plan- 
ning the  programs,  but  in  experimenting  with 
materials  and  methods,  and  in  leading  dis- 
cussions. 

Montgomery  County  Office  Has 
Booth  at  County  Fair 

For  the  first  time,  the  Montgomery 
County  welfare  office  prepared  a booth  for 
the  Old  Fashioned  Fair,  held  in  Clarksville 
August  30-September  2.  The  booth  was 
sponsored  by  the  First  Federal  Savings  and 
Loan  Association. 

With  only  two  days’  notice,  staff  members 
arranged  a display  in  keeping  with  the 
theme  of  the  fair:  a lifelike  doll  in  an  old- 
fashioned  crib,  Victorian  tables,  and  ornate 
borders  on  background  panels.  Posters  listed 
services  given  to  children  and  public  assist- 
ance services.  Staff  members  took  turns  in 
manning  the  booth. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Moore  and  Miss  Jannie  Yar- 
brough greeted  visitors  to  the  Department’s 
booth  at  the  Montgomery  County  Fair. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT 

PUBLIC  WELFARE 
RVES  OUR  COMMUNITY 
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Nursery,  kindergarten  and  day  care  operators  from  Roane,  Anderson  and  Campbell 
counties  at  the  workshop  held  in  Harriman. 


First  Day  Care  Workshop 
Held  in  Harriman 

Eight  teachers  and  operators  of  nursery 
schools  or  kindergartens  in  Roane,  Ander- 
son and  Campbell  counties  attended  a pre- 
school workshop  at  the  Roane  County  office 
in  Harriman,  August  23.  After  getting  ac- 
quainted over  coffee  cups,  the  group  saw 
two  films  on  child  development  and  held  a 
lively  discussion  of  what  they  had  seen. 

After  lunch  in  the  Harriman  Hotel  Mrs. 
Will  Russell  of  LaFollette  led  a “sharing” 
session  at  which  she  demonstrated  the  crea- 
tive use  of  materials,  and  members  of  the 
group  shared  ideas  and  mutual  problems. 

After  cookies  and  coffee  were  served  at 
4:00  p.m.,  the  group  accepted  Miss  Ivy 
Hill’s  spontaneous  invitation  and  left  with 
her  to  visit  her  center.  All  expressed  a de- 
sire to  meet  several  times  during  the  next 
summer  vacation. 

The  very  successful  meeting  was  planned 
by  Miss  Joanne  Watson,  licensing  worker 
in  Regions  II  and  IV.  Miss  Audrey  Yar- 
brough also  attended. 

Mr.  Day  Resigns 

Dave  L.  Day,  who  had  served  as  super- 
visor of  sight  conservation  and  home  teach- 
ing since  1959,  resigned  at  the  end  of  Au- 
gust to  enter  private  employment.  Mr.  Day 
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first  joined  the  staff  in  1949  as  a rehabili- 
tation counselor  in  Johnson  City,  later  mov- 
ing to  the  state  office  where  he  served  for 
five  years  as  supervisor  of  rehabilitation  for 
the  blind.  A native  of  Tazewell,  he  did  his 
undergraduate  work  at  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  and  received  an  M.A.  degree  in 
sociology  from  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

Workshop  on  Aging 
Planned  for  October 

James  J.  Burr,  consultant  on  aging  with 
the  Bureau  of  Public  Assistance  in  Washing- 
ton, will  be  in  Nashville  October  24-26  to 
conduct  a workshop  on  services  to  older 
people.  Approximately  50  staff  members 
will  attend.  These  include  regional  directors, 
public  assistance  consultants,  and  approxi- 
mately half  of  the  case  supervisors.  A num- 
ber of  state  office  personnel  will  also  par- 
ticipate. 

Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 
Subject  of  Chattanooga  TV  Series 

Widespread  local  interest  in  and  concern 
for  neglected  and  dependent  childrenl  ed 
Chattanooga’s  Adult  Education  Council  to 
devote  six  of  its  Sunday  afternoon  TV  pro- 
grams to  discussion  of  problems  involved 
in  caring  for  this  group. 
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On  August  6 Mrs.  Anne  Griffitts  ap- 
peared with  Leo  Britt,  chief  probation  of- 
ficer of  the  local  juvenile  court,  to  set  the 
stage  for  the  series  by  presenting  the  magni- 
tude of  the  problem.  On  August  20  James 
K.  Vaughn  and  Miss  Leah  James  discussed 
need  for  a central  protective  service  agency. 
Mrs.  Mary  Stewart  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Theresa 
S.  Millard,  director  of  Travelers  Aid  Society, 
on  August  27  talked  on  the  importance  of 
keeping  dependent  children  with  their 
mothers,  if  at  all  possible,  and  ADC  as  a 
means  of  furnishing  financial  support.  Three 
later  programs  were  devoted  to  discussion 
of  the  work  of  the  juvenile  court,  services 
needed  for  legal  cases,  and  a summary  of 
what  can  be  done  about  the  whole  problem. 

Notes  from  the  Field 

Miss  Margaret  Heyer  sent  in  a copy  of 
the  first  edition  of  an  as-yet-nameless  but 
sprightly  newsletter  published  by  the  Chat- 
tanooga Kindergarten  Teachers  Council. 
The  editors  are  council  members;  the  in- 
spiration comes  from  Miss  Heyer. 

Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Taylor  and  Mrs.  To- 
ledo Coppock  were  among  the  Welfare 
Department  staff  members  listed  in  the  new 
edition  of  Who’s  Who  of  American  Women. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Melby  talked  to  the 
Pulaski  Rotary  Club  at  their  regular  lunch- 
eon at  Hillcrest  County  Club  on  August  15, 
describing  the  various  services  of  the  Wel- 
fare Department. 

Mrs.  Alma  New  (Regions  XI  and 
XIII)  and  Mrs.  Betty  Rasberry  (Re- 
gion XII)  arranged  a day’s  visit  to  Mem- 
phis for  teachers  and  directors  of  some  of 
the  day  care  centers  they  work  with.  The 
staff  and  children  of  the  Jessie  Mahan  Day 
Care  Center  played  host  to  visitors  from 
Madison,  Dyer  and  Gibson  counties  on  Au- 
gust 30. 

Mrs.  Katherine  S.  Yancey  made  a talk 
Sunday  afternoon,  July  30,  at  a tea  given 
by  the  operator  of  the  Thomas  Street  Kin- 
dergarten in  Pulaski.  She  told  what  the 
kindergarten  means  to  the  child. 

On  August  23  Mrs.  Beulah  K.  Fisher 
participated  in  a panel  discussion  on  radio 
station  WMTN  with  Carrol  Oaks,  former 
state  senator,  and  Chet  Brogan  of  the  sta- 
tion. The  purpose  of  the  program  was  to 


acquaint  the  public  with  services  that  are 
available  in  Hamblen  County. 

Mrs.  Lola  Plummer  reports  that  three 
counties  in  Region  II,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  and 
Grainger,  prepared  county  fair  booths  which 
attracted  considerable  attention. 

State  Office  Briefs 

Miss  Patty  Ree  Buchanan  and  Mrs. 
Martha  F.  Smith  attended  the  1961  Con- 
vention of  the  Tennessee  Nursing  Home 
Association  at  the  Patten  Hotel,  Chatta- 
nooga, on  August  30.  They  discussed  the 
nursing  home  program  for  recipients  of 
public  assistance. 

James  K.  Vaughan  spent  his  “vacation” 
by  teaching  two  courses  in  social  work  at 
the  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Social 
Work  in  Louisville,  June  26-July  17.  He 
taught  “Social  Work  Administration”  and 
“Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Juvenile  De- 
linquency.” Mr.  Vaughn  will  discuss  serv- 
ices provided  by  the  Child  Welfare  Section 
at  the  Public  Health  Department’s  field  staff 
meeting  on  October  4. 

The  American  Humane  Association  has 
printed  a discussion  of  “The  Viewpoint  of 
a State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  on 
Termination  of  Parental  Rights,”  presented 
by  Mrs.  Vallie  S.  Miller  at  the  annual 
forum  of  the  National  Conference  on  Social 
Welfare  held  in  Minneapolis,  May  18. 

Mason  Brandon  and  Floyd  Morgan 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind  in  Memphis,  Sep- 
tember 2-3.  Mr.  Brandon  will  go  to  Tuxedo 
Park,  New  York,  October  30-November  8, 
to  take  part  in  a seminar  for  state  rehabili- 
tation directors. 

Tennessee  Conference  of  Social  Work 
To  Hold  Three  Area  Meetings 

Plans  are  almost  complete  for  the  three 
area  meetings  of  the  Tennessee  Conference 
of  Social  Work  to  be  held  this  fall.  No- 
vember 3 has  been  selected  for  the  East 
and  Middle  Tennessee  sessions.  At  this 
writing  the  date  has  not  been  set  for  the 
West  Tennessee  meeting.  The  program  for 
all  three  will  be  built  around  the  theme 
chosen  for  the  annual  conference  next 
March:  “Enriching  Everybody’s  Investment 
in  Human  Welfare.” 
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'DoMasit  and  Sente, 


Tennessee  Public  Assistance  Recipients  and  Payments 
August  1961 


Total 

Average 

Change  from  July  1961  in — 

Program 

Recipients 

Payments 

Payment 

Recipients 

Payments 

Average 

OAA 

53,747 

$2,350,328.00 

$43.73 

-100 

-$21,305.40 

-$0.31 

ADC:  Families 

22,637 

1,585.028.50 

70.02 

+ 108 

+ 3,107.50 

- 0.20 

Children 

64,681 

24.51 

+409 

- 0.10 

AB 

2,624 

123,619.30 

47.11 

- 10 

- 1,505.60 

- 0.39 

AD 

10,762 

496,984.30 

46.18 

+ 140 

+ 7,514.90 

+ 0.10 

During  the 

month 

of  August  public  assistance  expenditures  in 

Tennessee 

amounted  to  $4,555,960.10.  This  amount  was  a decrease  of  $12,188.60  from  the 
expenditures  for  July. 


Social  Casework  and  Blindness,  by  Samuel 
Finestone,  Martin  Finestone,  Fern 
Lowry,  Irving  Lukoff  (New  York,  New 
York:  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  1960)  157  pp.,  $2.75 

This  monograph  concerns  itself  with,  and 
delineates  the  area  of,  social  casework  and 
blindness,  with  emphasis  on  how  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  blindness  to  the  in- 
dividual, and  how  to  make  use  of  this 
understanding  in  helping  him  to  meet  his 
needs. 

The  purpose  of  the  book,  as  stated  in  the 
introduction  by  Miss  Fern  Lowry,  is  to 
provide  “.  . . a partial  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion: ‘In  helping  a person  who  is  blind, 

what  does  the  social  caseworker  need  to 


know  about  blindness  and  how  can  he  apply 
this  knowledge  in  his  practice?’  ” 

The  material  is  adaptable  to,  and  equally 
apropos  of,  casework  with  persons  with 
handicaps  other  than  blindness. 

Both  trained  and  untrained  workers  will 
find  the  book  useful  in  offering  individ- 
ualized services  to  people  who  are  blind. 
It  should  be  a “must”  book  for  all  coun- 
selors for  the  blind  and  public  assistance 
caseworkers  carrying  AB  caseloads. 

In  general  terms  the  monograph  brings 
out  the  fact  that  social  casework  practice 
with  clients  who  are  blind  requires  the  same 
knowledge  and  skills  necessary  in  any  other 
casework  relationship,  but  because  certain 
problems  faced  by  the  blind  person  are 
identifiable  as  different,  some  specialized 
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knowledge  of  the  nature  of  these  problems 
is  necessary.  The  book  explores  the  soci- 
ological, social,  and  individual  psychological 
forces  pertinent  to  understanding  persons 
who  are  blind.  It  also  discusses  the  im- 
plications of  blindness  for  social  work  prac- 
tice, emphasizing  the  interrelatedness  of 
casework  processes  of  study,  diagnosis,  and 
treatment.  The  book  closes  with  a rec- 
ognition of  the  basic  casework  concept  that 
any  problem  must  be  considered  within  the 
context  of  the  family  and  the  community, 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  caseworker’s  re- 
lationship to  the  community  and  how  he 


enables  the  client  to  make  use  of  its  re- 
sources. 

There  is  an  inclusive  bibliography  as  well 
as  an  appendix,  “Some  Facts  and  Figures” 
concerning  blindness. 

The  authors  of  Social  Casework  and 
Blindness,  a writer  and  teacher  of  social 
casework,  a sociologist  with  extensive  re- 
search experience,  a clinical  and  research 
psychologist,  and  a social  work  research 
person,  had  the  able  assistance  of  an 
advisory  committee  of  leaders  in  the  field 
of  services  to  the  blind  and  social  work. 

Reviewed  by  Sarah  C.  Justice 
Supervisor  of  Staff  Development 


July  Personnel  Changes 


Appointments 
Senior  Child  Welfare  Worker 

Dabbs,  Miss  Donnis Davidson  County 

Child  Welfare  Worker 

Armstrong,  Miss  Peggy  Davidson  County 

Estrin,  Mrs.  Lucy  Davidson  County 

Senior  Welfare  Worker 

Gibbs,  Mrs.  Jacqueline  H.  Knox  County 

Welfare  Worker 

Baker,  Mrs.  Katharin  M.  Davidson  County 

Bonin,  Arthur  L. Hamilton  County 

Boyd,  Miss  Heather  M Shelby  County 

Brown,  Mrs.  Ruth  Wills  Putnam  County 

Chesney,  Mrs.  Sandra  S. Shelby  County 

Clark,  Mrs.  Wilma  Baker  Shelby  County 

Espey,  Miss  Eleanor  J. Shelby  County 

Finston,  Mrs.  Joy  C. McMinn  County 

French,  Lindsey  D. Montgomery  County 

Griffith,  Mrs.  Helen  P Coffee  County 

Hackney,  Charles  E.  Davidson  County 

Kerr,  Miss  Barbara  K. Shelby  County 

McLemore,  Miss  Wanda  J. Gibson  County 

Rider,  Chester  G.  Shelby  County 

Wooten,  Miss  Elizabeth  A Shelby  County 

Yancey,  Miss  Margaret  S Maury  County 

Child  Welfare  Trainee 

Milam,  Miss  Martha  Jo Shelby  County 

Saylor,  Miss  Sara  M Sullivan  County 

Senior  Stenographer 

Webb,  Mrs.  Eleanor  L. Region  II 

Senior  Typist 

Jones,  Mrs.  Jo  Barnes Hamilton  County 

Phillips,  Miss  Nancy  S. State  Office 

Junior  Stenographer 

Jones,  Miss  Alice  Carolyn ...  Rutherford  County 
Junior  Typist 

Crouse,  Miss  Josephine  - Memphis  Workshop 
Clerk 

Green,  Miss  Maxie  R. State  Office 


Reappointments 

Welfare  Worker 

Smothers,  Mrs.  Wanda . Carroll  County 

Resignations 
Child  Welfare  Consultant 

Lechleiter,  Miss  Bettye  Davidson  County 
Child  Welfare  Worker 

Tisdale,  Mrs.  LaVerne  Shelby  County 

Senior  Welfare  Worker 

McKerley,  Mrs.  Nellie  K.  Davidson  County 
Welfare  Worker 

Finney,  Mrs.  Louise  B. Maury  County 

McLeod,  Miss  Mary  E Dyer  County 

Peplies,  Mrs.  Laura  J.  Washington  County 

Robinette,  Mrs.  Patsy  Sullivan  County 

Administrative  Aide 

Schleicher,  Mrs.  Billie State  Office 

Senior  Stenographer 

Eastridge,  Mrs.  Sara  T Region  II 

Junior  Stenographer 

Dabney,  Mrs.  Rema  J Anderson  County 

Promotions 

County  Director  I 

Cochran,  Thomas  R. 1 Davidson  County 

County  Director  III 

Adams,  Mrs.  Erie  G. 2 Greene  County 

Public  Assistance  Counsultant 

Browning,  Mrs.  Madge  C. 3 Knox  County 

Senior  Child  Welfare  Worker 

Curry,  Mrs.  Laura  H. 4 Coffee  County 

Wright,  Mrs.  Jane  H. 5 Montgomery  County 
Senior  Welfare  Worker 

Amdursky,  Mrs.  Myrna  T. c Shelby  County 

Cotham,  Mrs.  Katherine  E. 7 

Montgomery  County 

Page,  Mrs.  Mary  Kennedy  8 Shelby  County 

Souder,  Donald  E. 9 Crockett  County 


October  1961 


107 


Senior  Account  Clerk 

Ferrell,  Mrs.  Leonora  M. 10 State  Office 

Junior  Account  Clerk 

Cowart,  Mrs.  Helen  Shirley  11 State  Office 

Jones,  Mrs.  Joan  18 State  Office 

Senior  Stenographer 

Sparks,  Miss  Lydia  M. 13 State  Office 

Transfers 

Welfare  Worker 

Kinser,  Mrs.  Nancy  14 Shelby  County 


1 Former  Public  Assistance  Consultant  and  Acting  County 

Director 

2 Former  Senior  Welfare  Worker  and  Acting  County 

Director 

3 Former  Case  Supervisor 

4 Former  Child  Welfare  Worker,  Warren  County 

5 Former  Child  Welfare  Worker 
0 Former  Welfare  Worker 

7 Former  Welfare  Worker 

8 Former  Welfare  Worker 

9 Former  Welfare  Worker 

10  Former  Senior  Typist 

11  Former  Senior  Typist 

12  Former  Senior  Typist 

13  Former  Senior  Typist 

14  Formerly  in  McMinn  County 


August  Personnel  Changes 


Appointments 
Supervisor  of  Protective  Services 

Justiss,  Howard  H. State  Office 

Welfare  Worker 

Briscoe,  Miss  Shirley  J Knox  County 

Cross,  Miss  Susan Knox  County 

Huffman,  Mrs.  Patricia  L. Shelby  County 

Oakes,  Mrs.  Jessie Dyer  County 

Phillips,  Elijah  Allen ..  Anderson  County 

Satterfield,  Stanley  Reid Union  County 

Stokey,  Stanley  R Davidson  County 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Loraine Hamilton  County 

Wright,  Mrs.  Mary  Evelyn Shelby  County 

Junior  Account  Clerk 

Dixon,  Miss  Ruby  G State  Office 

Senior  Typist 

Carlisle,  Miss  Linda  G. State  Office 

Clark,  Mrs.  Beulah  M State  Office 

Harris,  Mrs.  Sandra  G State  Office 

Junior  Stenographer 

Craig,  Miss  Marian  E Nashville  Area  Office 

Hall,  Miss  Linda  Diane Chester  County 

Stokes,  Miss  Lyndall  L. Anderson  County 

Junior  Typist 

Ailey,  Mrs.  Lula  G. Hamblen  County 

England,  Miss  Linda  J Coffee  County 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Benny  K Greene  County 

Majors,  Miss  Eva  Joyce Hardeman  County 

Clerk 

Leggett,  Frank  L.,  Jr State  Office 

Janitor 

Taylor,  Harry  W Davidson  County 

Reappointments 

Welfare  Worker 

Appleby,  Mrs.  Lillian  C ...Davidson  County 

Harpole,  Mrs.  Regine  B. Sumner  County 

Shearer,  Miss  Lillian Monroe  County 

Senior  Typist 

Hayes,  Mrs.  Ernestine  C. Shelby  County 

Resignations 

Supervisor,  Sight  Conservation  and  Home  Teaching 

Day,  Dave  L State  Office 

Principal  Account  Clerk 

Campbell,  Mrs.  Evelyn State  Office 

Senior  Child  Welfare  Worker 

Eddins,  Miss  Hazel  L. Davidson  County 
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County  Director  III 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Jean .Cumberland  County 

Child  Welfare  Worker 

Massey,  Miss  Rosalie Tipton  County 

Tisdale,  Miss  E.  Carolyn Davidson  County 

Wicks,  Mrs.  Barbara  L.  Shelby  County 

Welfare  Worker 

Abernathy,  Mrs.  Carolyne  . Davidson  County 

Breazeal,  Mrs.  Carolyn  S . Shelby  County 

Deal,  Mrs.  Barbara Knox  County 

Green,  Miss  Shirley Knox  County 

Lipscomb.  Mrs.  Nola  Maury  County 

Safley,  Mrs.  Elaine  M. Shelby  County 

Sexton,  Charles  B. Knox  County 

Smartt,  Mrs.  Faye  J Knox  County 

Waltzer,  Mrs.  Susanne  B Davidson  County 

Vogt,  Mrs.  Corita  E Blount  County 

Child  Welfare  Trainee 

Hedrick,  Mrs.  Mary  M . Maury  County 

Senior  Typist 

Ensor,  Miss  Barbara  J State  Office 

Habern,  Miss  Nellie  M Shelby  County 

Pickford,  Mrs.  Lelia  Janice State  Office 

Junior  Stenographer 

Partlow,  Mrs.  Cathleen Wilson  County 

Robertson,  Mrs.  Jo  Ann Chester  County 

Tyner,  Mrs.  Mary  Nell Williamson  County 

Clerk 

Kalski,  Miss  Donna  Lee State  Office 

Return  from  Educational  Leave 
Child  Welfare  Worker 

Hunley,  Miss  Nancy  Ruth 1 ...  Sullivan  County 

Smithson,  Miss  Helen  2 Cumberland  County 

Promotions 
Administrative  Aide 

Wynne,  Mrs.  Elise  3 4 State  Office 

Transfers 

Welfare  Worker 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Katie  F. 4 Crockett  County 

Death 

County  Director  11 

Geier,  Miss  Eliza Anderson  County 


1 Former  Child  Welfare  Trainee 

2 Former  Child  Welfare  Trainee 

2 Former  Principal  Stenographer 

4 Formerly  in  Gibson  County 
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REGIONAL  AND  COUNTY  OFFICES 


(Continued  from  inside  front  cover) 


County  Name 


City  or  Town  County  Name 


City  or  Town 


Region  V Vernon  Pinkley Cookeville 

Clay Ralph  Craighead Celina 

Cumberland Mrs.  Camilla  Thurman* 

Crossville 

DeKalb Mrs.  Helen  Y.  Ford  _.Smithville 

Fentress Tollie  C.  Allred  Jamestown 

Jackson Mrs.  Vivian  Pate Gainesboro 

Overton Mrs.  Agnes  Nelms  — Livingston 

Pickett Amon  Jolly Byrdstown 

Putnam John  A.  Moore Cookeville 

Region  VI Harlon  B.  Hargis*...  McMinnville 

Morrison  St. 

Bledsoe Vacant Pikeville 

Grundy Mrs.  Lorene  Tittsworth 

Tracy  City 

Marion Mrs.  Harriet  Pair Jasper 

Sequatchie Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Kell Dunlap 

Van  Buren Mrs.  Velma  Rogers  — Spencer 

Warren Mrs.  Fay  Dillon  McMinnville 

White Mrs.  Mildred  Thurman Sparta 

Region  VII Mrs.  Anita  Stallings  ..Fayetteville 

Bedford Mrs.  Virginia  Hunter  ...  Shelbyville 

Coffee Mrs.  Basil  McMahan  Manchester 

Franklin Mrs.  Nora  Lea  Hardin  Winchester 

Giles Mrs.  Margaret  Melby  ...  Pulaski 

Lincoln Mrs.  Mayme  Locker  ..Fayetteville 

Marshall Miss  Helen  Ewing  Lewisburg 

Moore Mrs.  Mevolene  Mabee  Lynchburg 

Region  VIII Roy  Darden Springfield 

Cannon Mrs.  Verda  Hood Woodbury 

Macon Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Howser  

Lafayette 

Robertson Mrs.  Lee  Oma  Wilkinson  

Springfield 

Rutherford Mrs.  Thelma  Wood  Murfreesboro 

Smith Mrs.  Mattie  Bradley Carthage 

Sumner Miss  Elizabeth  Allen Gallatin 

Trousdale Mrs.  Selma  Ann  Gregory  

Hartsville 

Wilson Miss  Freda  Kelley Lebanon 

Region  IX Mrs.  Anne  S.  Major  Clarksville 

Box  663,  Glen  Bldg.,  N.  3rd  St. 

Cheatham Mrs.  Claudia  Hunter,  Ashland  City 

Dickson Mrs.  Rose  L.  Martin Dickson 


Houston Mrs.  Lorene  Price Erin 

Humphreys C.  A.  McMurry Waverly 

Montgomery Mrs.  Evelyn  Fowle  Clarksville 

Stewart__ Miss  Katie  Parker Dover 


Region  X Miss  Geneva  Burden  ...  Columbia 

P.  O.  Box  233,  210  W.  8th  St. 

Hickman Mrs.  Mary  T.  McNeil  ..Centerville 

Lawrence Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mills 

Lawrenceburg 

Lewis Miss  Bertha  Ashton  ...  Hohenwald 

Maury Mrs.  Sue  Pennington  Columbia 

Perry Mrs.  Sue  A.  Sharp Linden 

Wayne Mrs.  Elliott  Casey Waynesboro 

Williamson Jack  Pearson  .Franklin 

Region  XI Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Smith  Jackson 

P.  O.  Box  840 

Carroll Mrs.  Velma  Snead  _.  Huntingdon 

Chester Mrs.  Mary  Faye  Stanfill  

Henderson 

* Acting  Director 


Decatur Mrs.  Narcia  E.  Smith 

Decaturville 

Hardin John  Barnett Savannah 

Henderson Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pearson  Lexington 

McNairy Mrs.  S.  R.  Chambers Selmer 

Region  XIL Mrs.  Mary  J.  Montgomery 

230-232  First  St.,  Union  City 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Richardson,  Child 
Welfare  Consultant 

Benton Mrs.  Lorraine  W.  Hargis  Camden 

Crockett Donald  Souder* Alamo 

Dyer Miss  Lurlene  Welch Dyersburg 

Gibson Miss  Roberta  Boyd Trenton 

Henry Miss  Eula  Mae  Dumas Paris 

Lake Mrs.  Mayme  Dillard  ...  Tiptonville 

Obion Mrs.  Laura  Latimer Union  City 

Weakley Mrs.  Martha  Hurt Dresden 


Region  Xlll Miss  Elizabeth  Boren  Jackson 

P.  O.  Box  840 
Mrs.  Jeanne  M.  Knowles,  Child 
Welfare  Consultant 

Fayette Mrs.  Mae  Belle  Sims Somerville 

Hardeman Mrs.  Inez  Brisendine  Bolivar 

Haywood Mrs.  Pauline  Shellabarger 

Brownsville 

Lauderdale Mrs.  Dorothy  C.  Caldwell*  Ripley 

Madison Mrs.  Cleta  Wilcox  Jackson 

Tipton Mrs.  Isabel  Kennedy Covington 

URBAN  COUNTY  OFFICES 

Davidson Thomas  Cochran 

1510  Church  St.,  Nashville  3 

Hamilton George  Latham 

1 23  E.  9th  St.,  Chattanooga 

Knox Mrs.  Toledo  H.  Coppock 

400  W.  Hill  Ave.,  Knoxville  2 

Shelby Miss  Faye  Wallis 

198  S.  Main,  Memphis  3 


AREA  OFFICES — Services  For  The  Blind 

Chattanooga 407  High  Street 

Milton  M.  Alford,  Counselor 
Gladys  Ridgway,  Home  Teacher 

Jackson 202  Crook  Building 

Grover  Westover,  Jr.,  Counselor 
Mrs.  Mary  Harton,  Home  Teacher 

Johnson  City 321-323  West  Walnut  St. 

Edgar  Isley,  Counselor 
Grady  Weaver,  Home  Teacher 

Knoxville 101  State  Office  Building 

E.  Tye  Harber,  Counselor 
Ernest  Campbell,  Home  Teacher 

Memphis 29  S.  Pauline  Street 

Telvis  Murphy,  Consultant 
Miss  Caroline  Jenkins,  Counselor 
Conrad  L.  Ligon,  Counselor 
Maurice  Felts,  Home  Teacher 
James  Warrick,  Home  Teacher 

Nashville 1711  Church  Street 

Walton  Ward,  Consultant 
James  Mann,  Psychological 
Counselor 

William  Pinkston,  Counselor 
Thurman  England,  Counselor 
Robert  L.  Slatten,  Counselor 
James  McCormack,  Home 
Teacher 

Mrs.  Ova  Brandon,  Home  Teacher 


NOTE:  All  inquiries  regarding  individual  cases,  with  the  exception  of  those  for  the  placement  of  minor  children  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  county  offices  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  All  Inquiries  in- 
volving the  placement  of  minor  children  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  directed  in  triplicate  to  Director.  Child  Wel- 
fare Section,  204  State  Office  Building,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Blind  Make  News  in  Tennessee 
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